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CONTEXT

Population: 5094114

Climate Risk Index

* Costa Rica appears as the 89th country worldwide in terms of its Climate Risk Index for 2000-2019, with an even
lower ranking considering only 2019 (130th).

* Inthe World Economic Forum Global Risk Report 2022, extreme weather events appear as the fifth most relevant
risk identified for Costa Rica.

Major hazards and impacts

* From the |OM Policy Brief Human mobility in_contexts of disasters, environmental degradation and climate change in
Costa Rica - Evidence and policy analysis: "The Registry of Ecological Threats (IEP, 2021), considers that despite the
fact that Costa Rica is among the best classified countries in the regon regarding the risk of facing an extreme
threat of food risk and water risk, it continues to be qualified as a country extremely exposed to disasters due to
natural hazards. Costa Rica sits between two highly active tectonic plates, making it prone to constant tremors and
earthquakes, as well as rainy and flooding seasons (IOM, 2021a)".

* The World Bank Costa Rica Risk Profile notes that "Costa Rica is highly wvulnerable to extreme
hydrometeorological conditions and water scarcity, and climate change will increase the level of exposure and
vulnerability of the country. Its young geological formation renders the country’s territory additionally vulnerable to
tectonic and volcanic activity, as well as the associated landslides, avalanches, water and mud dams, and rising
sediment loads." Additionally, "77.9% of Costa Rica’s population and 80.1% of the country’s GDP reside in areas at
high risk of multiple hazards".
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INSTITUTIONAL PRESENCE

|OM s office in Costa Rica has 96 staff members. In addition to the IOM Country Office, Costa Rica hosts as well the

IOM Regional Office for Central, North America and the Caribbean.


https://costarica.iom.int/es
https://www.germanwatch.org/en/cri
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2022.pdf
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1411/files/documents/policy-brief-series_costa-rica.pdf
https://www.preventionweb.net/publication/climate-risk-country-profile-costa-rica
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Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction Policies

The updated National Determined Contribution (NDC) submitted in December 2020 has no human mobility
references.

In the National Climate Change Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2022-2026, submitted in May 2022, there are very limited
mentions to human mobility. Migrants appear as a vulnerable population to be assessed in terms of climate impacts.
From the |OM Pdlicy Brief Human mobility in contexts of disasters, envimnmentdl degradation and climate change in
Costa Rica - Evidence and policy andlysis: Migration law and disaster risk reduction (DRR) law do not include
references to environmental migration. Politica Nacional de Gestién del Riesgo 2016-2030 of 2015 includes
migrants as a category requiring attention. Plan Nacional de Gestion del Riesgo 2016-2020 foresaw the
establishment of a mechanism for migrant populations affected by disasters. Politica Nacional de Adaptadén al
Cambio Climético 2018-2030 mentions the possible impacts of climate change in terms of migration. Costa Rica is
involved in the SNLD and has identified planned relocation as an area of priority.

International Migration Review Forum 2022

The statement available at the Migration Network [MRF mentions that Costa Rica has traditionally been a country
of destination of migrants, including due to environmental factors.

Specific Human Mobility Instruments

While the migration law (8764 of 2010) does not include spedfic language on disasters and climate change, the
category of "humanitarian reasons" can be used to facilitate entry or stay in disaster settings. In the past, the country
has used its immigration legislation to provide protection to thousands of irregular migrants residing in Costa Rica
and whose country of origin has been affected by natural disasters. Such is the case of the 1998 immigration
amnesty based on Decree number 27457-G-RE after hurricane Mitch. Bilateral agreements aso exist with Panama
and Nicaragua to facilitate work in the coffee industry, among others.

A more detailed analysis is available in Spanish “Movilidad humang en contextos de desastres, degradacién ambientdl y
cambio climdtico en Costa Rica: Andlisis de evidencia y de politicas” (June 2022).



https://cambioclimatico.go.cr/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Contribucion-Nacionalmente-Determinada-de-Costa-Rica-2020-Version-Completa.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/NAP_Documento-2022-2026_Costa-Rica.pdf
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1411/files/documents/policy-brief-series_costa-rica.pdf
https://www.preventionweb.net/files/58561_58561polticanacionaldegestindelries.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByA2trMWnTn4d2tycTdsZmVyclU/view?resourcekey=0-3mbO0XQacJWzYA5sBLHwJQ
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/system/files/docs/Costa%20Rica%20Plenary%20Statement.pdf
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1411/files/documents/policy-brief-series_costa-rica.pdf

